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SERMON 
Preachd before the 
Univerſity of OXFORD, 


On AcT-SunDday, &c. 


— — YE _—_ * PY -—_—_—— 


x Cor. XI. 19. 
For there muſt be alſo Hereſies 


among you, that they which are 
| FA oved may be made mani- 
e. 6 


H E word HFereſies in this place has 
been uſually explain d as equi- 
valent in ſenſe to the Diviſſon- 
and Contentions reproved in the 

Verſes before, which related only to ſome 

Circumſtances of publick Worſhip, and had 
ne Wo not 


* 7 


2 A Sermon preach'd before 


not proceeded to an actual Separation be- 
tween the Members of the Church, for 


they are ſaid ſtill to come together, and meet 


in the ſame Aſſemblies: But in this Expo- 
ſition the particle x« is redundant and 


without ſignification, whereas the place in 


which it ſtands, naturally gives it a great 
force and emphaſis in the Sentence : For 
it is not ſaid, x 9%p ei cuicto- eg cv, but 
| Os ge na dives ray. As if the Apoſtle 
had ſaid, I hear there are ſome Divi- 
ce ſions among you when you meet to- 
«gether. This report I can eaſily believe, 


&« becauſe 1 know, that not only ſuch Con- 


« tentions as theſe, but Hereſes, Diſſen- 
«tions of a higher nature, which will cor- 
«rupt the Faith or divide the Commu- 
«nion of the Church, will by the Proyi- 
e dence of God be permitted to ariſe in it. 

As this Senſe is what the natural Conftru- 
ction of the Words require, ſo it gives 
them ſo much greater Force, Clearneſs, 
and Connection with what goes before 
than the other, that we may conclude it 


to have been intended by the Holy Wri- | 


ter: and that by Herefies he meant Diſ- 
ſentions of a more dangerous kind than 
_ thoſe he had before taken notice of; ſuch 
as ſhould ariſe on Queſtions of greater 
moment, or be proſecuted with greater 

. obſtinacy : 


A < EX © 


| 
1 
[ 
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' the Univerſity of Oxford. 3 
obſtinacy : and either actually divide, or 


very much endanger the Unity of A of 
Church. 


In this Senſe I take leave to underſtand 
the Word: Tho ſuppoſing it here uſed 
in the greateſt latitude, as fignifying all 
manner of Diviſions, it will however in- 


clude thoſe of greater Danger; and what- 


ever can be hence inferr d in reproof of 


any Herefies , will a fun be — 
to Them. 


In this Scripture we may obſerve, 


I. The Aſſertion of the Apoſtle — 
There muſt be Hereſjes in the Church. 


II. The Providential End for which 
God permits them — That they who are 
approved may be made manifeſt. 


III. The great Advantage the Church 
receives from theſe Manifeſtations of thoſe 


who « are prove. And 


I. The Apo oſtle here Aſſerts, that there 
muſt be [ihr in the Church, in the 
lame ſenſe in which our Lord tells us, 


A 2 7 
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It muſt needs be that Offences come. Not 
that He is commendable or excuſable who 
introduces theſe Hereſſes, or occaſions theſe 


Offences. They are to be conſider d as 


great Evils, and woe unto him by whom they 
come. But in the natural Courſe of things 
ſuch Evils will happen, and in the Scheme 
of Providence be requiſite for the Promo- 
tion of wiſe and beneficial Ends. 


| Now, could no external Cauſe be af- | 


ſigned for theſe Events, the common Frail- 
ties and Corruptions of Human Nature 
may prepare us to expect them in a So- 
ciety compoſed of Men. For Chriſtiani- 


ty, tho it preſcribes the beſt Rules for 
the Government of our Paſſions, and has 


provided the nobleſt Support to our In- 
firmities, yet does not intend to conftrain 
our Obedience to its Laws, or overule 
our Liberty of tranſgrefling them. And 
whenever the want of Humility happens 
to be the defective part of a Man's Tem- 
per or Virtue, a Perſon eminent in other 
reſpects for his Graces and Abilities may 
occaſion this Evil to the Church. A Su- 
perior Knowledge, unleſs corrected with 
a due proportion of Modeſty, is apt to 


elate and puff up; to render us leſs ca- 


4 Matth. 18. 7, 


pable 


the Univerſity of Oxford. oF 


pable of Inſtruction, and leſs ſubmiſſive 
to Authority than the Peace and Order 
of the Church requires. 1t cannot but be 
obſerved, that, of all parts of our Know- 
ledge, we are inclined to be fondeſt of 
thoſe in which we differ from other Men. 
Obvious and indiſputable Truths are ge- 
nerally regarded with indifference. Tis 
the Singularity and Diſtinction of our 
Knowledge, the diſcovering ſomething 
that Others have overlookt, which ſtrikes 
our Vanity, and affects us with Pleaſure. 
This we labour to ſupport with Argu- 
ments, and adorn with all our Eloquence, 
as an Acquiſition of our own, and in 
which we have a ſort of Property exclu- 
five of the reſt of the World. And ſo 
long as this Ambition 1s confined to points 
of mere Philoſophy, it may deſerve not 
only Indulgence but ſometimes even Praiſe. 
But the misfortune 1s, that the ſame Va- 
nity attends Men in inquiries of Religion, 
where all that is'True is Old, and has been 
from the beginning, and conſequently no 
new Concluſion can be admitted. But 
even here too 1t appears Dull and Undi- 
ſtinguiſhing to tread on in the common 
Road, and Think and Believe as other 
Men do.. This will not ſufficiently re- 
commend to publick notice, and engage 
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the Attention of the World, Something 
New and Surprizing muſt be ſought for, 


Something that will argue a deeper Pene- 


tration than other Men's, and intitle us to 
the Venerable Character of Maſters, and 


which whoſoever will learn muſt acknow- 
| ledge himſelf to receive from us, and be 
liſted in the Train of our Diſciples. And 
if we obſerve how deeply this Paſſion is 


rooted in our Nature, and how difficult it 
is even for good Men to reſtrain it with- 


in due Bounds, and how naturally when- 
ever it is indalged in Religion it muſt 


lead Men into Hereſies, we may from this 
ſingle Conſideration conclude that the 
Church of God can never be wholly ſe- 
curd from thefe Evils. And if we take 


farther into our reflection that Envy, Re- 


ſentment, and almoſt every other Paſſion 
may accidentally concur in producing 


them; That whenever it happens (and of- 


ten it muſt be expected to happen) that 
the Powers of the World give encourage- 


ment to theſe Drwzfions, Avarice and ſecu- 


lar Ambition muſt be added to the cauſes 


of them; And laſtly, that the Malice of all 


its Enemies from without will be always 
viAlant to cultivate every ſeed of Diſſen- 
tion,. to take advantage of every Paſſion, 


and improye every Incident that may di- 


ſtract 


the Univerſity of Oxford. 0 
ſtract the Church; We muſt confeſs that 
theſe Evils are, hamanly ſpeaking , ne- 
&ſſarily and unavoidable : Events to be 
lookt for in the ordinary courſe of Things. 


And accordingly we are by frequent Pre- 
dictions of Scripture prepar d for them, 
as natural Effects of the corrupt Paſſions 
of Mankind. Thus St Paul, taking his fi- 
nal leave of the Church at Epheſus, uſes 
This as a principal argument for that Vigi- 
lance he recommended, That among Them- 

ſelves ſhould ariſe men ſpeaking perverſe things, 
to draw away Diſciples after them, Their 
Character He more particularly deſcribes 
to Timothy, as Lover of their own ſelves, 
Boaſters, Proud, Blaſphemers, Di ſobedient, 
Heady, Higl minded, and, in general, cor- 
rupted by che baſeſt Paſſions, tho artfully 
cover d with a form of Godlineſs. The ſame 
Prophecy, with almoſt the ſame Deſcri- 
ption of the Perſons, is repeated by Saint 
Peter and St Jude: That there ſhould be 
* Falſe Teachers, who ſbould privily bring in 
damnable Hereſies, even denying the Lord that 
bought them. In their Character we are 

told They ſhould be Preſumptuous, ſelf-willed, 
not afraid to ſpeak evil of Dignities, ſpgaking 
proud ſwelling Words of vanity, promiſing Men 
A At. 20. 30. b 2 Tim. 3. ch. e 2 pet. 2 


Liberty, 
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Liberty, while them ;felves were ſervants of Cor- 

ruption. And how fully theſe Predictions 

have been verify d, we are inform d by 

the Annals of paſt Ages of the Church, and 

too n feel in the experience ol our 
Own. 


From falſe Teachers and Seducers then, 

the Church muſt never hope to be perfect- 
ly free in this world. Neither ſhall we be 
ſurprized at the ſucceſs of their attempts, 
when we reflect that there will be Hear- 
ers too of like Paſſions; Light and Un- 
ſtable men with itching Ears ; 'ftrongly i in- 
clined to hearken after new Diſcoveries, 
and Pretenſions to direct them more ac- 
curately in the way to Happineſs: Eſpeci- 
ally when theſe Pretenſions are recom- 
mended under the Uſual Cover of a diſin- 
tereſted Zeal for their Souls and their Li- 
berties. And if it ſhall happen that either 
a friendſhip with the Perſon, or an Eſteem 
for the Holineſs, Learning, or Character 
of the Heretick, concurs with theſe mo- 
tives, the Reſolution muſt be great and 
well founded, that ſtands unſhaken. And 
accordingly our Saviour expreſſes an un- 
2 n apprehenſion of a Seducer thus 
quali 


2 Mat. 24.24. 


yd for Reverence and Attention, 
when he tells us, that, * if it were bar We 


"SW ww — 
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He ſhould deceive even the Ele. Our Lord 
indeed applies this eſpecially to ſuch De- 
ceivers, as ſhould come with an appearance 
of Miracles; but ſince tis the Eſteem and 


Authority they acquire by theſe Miracles 


which render them dangerous, whoever is 
by any other Character recommended to 


Eſteem, will prove equally capable of ſe- 
ducing men into Hereſy. 


From the whale ha we may conclude 
That there muſt be Hereſies in the Church, 
that Seducers ſhall in all Ages ariſe, deceiv- 


ing and being decerved, and that Many Jhall 


Kun char pernicious ways. 


II. The ſecond CF that accurs to us 


in this Scripture, is the Providential End 


here aſſigned for God's Permiſſion of theſe 
Eyils, +The Trial and ET m of theſe 


nee, | wy | 


And thus Moſes cells the Iſraelites; that 
F there should arife among them a Prophet or 
a Dreamer f Dreams, who ſhonld. endea- 


vour * by ſans and wonders to turn them a- 


way from the Religion he had taught 
Them, they ſhould remember that the Lord 
their God proved them by * experiments, to 


a Deut, 13. 


B know 
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' know whether they loved the Lord their God 


with all their Soul, And ſo when our Lord 
had caution'd his Diſciples againſt the va- 
rious Trials of Reproach and Perſecution, 
and very particularly againſt this of falſe 
Chriſts and falſe Prophets, He tells them, 
* Theſe things should turn to them for a Teſti- 
mony. (i. e.) Theſe Trials ſhould Prove and 
Evidence the Integrity of thoſe who per- 
ſevered in the true Faith and Church of 
Chriſt. And agreeably the Apoſtle here ob- 
ſerves, that theſe Hereſſes should come, that 
they who are approved might be made manifeſt. 
By which Expreſſion we are not to appre- 
hend, that the Character of the Elect is 
made more manifeſt to God than it was be- 
fore. He ſees, without any ſuch methods 
of ſcrutiny, with what ſteadineſs their Faith 
is rooted, and how firmly they are unit- 
ed to his Church : And therefore They are 
here repreſented as Perſons approved by 
him Antecedently to ſuch Trial. But this 
Manifeſtation may be underſtood either 


1/t, With reſpect to our ſelves or 


2aly, With reſpect to the reſt of the 
Church. 10 i 


* « Luke 21 13. 


iſt, 


: 


the Unwerſuty of Oxford, 11 
+ 1, With reſpect to himſelf, tis a Com- 
fort unſpeakable to a Good Man, to find 
his Graces of ſtrength to endure this Trial: 
to be able after a conflict, to applaud him- 
ſelf with St Paul, — I have fought a good fight, 
I have kept the faith, When we obſerve 
the Number and Abilities of thoſe who 
have, in all Ages, been led away by this 
Tempration ; When we remember that e- 
ven Angels themſelves were ſeduced into 
Apoſtacy ; and behold, in preſent exam- 
ples, the Thouſands that fall beſides us, Even 
the beſt of us may find reaſon to be diffi- 
dent of our Strength, and ſuſpect our re- 
ſolutions. Unleſs our Conſtancy has been 
tried, we know not how far an affection 


for the Perſon, an Eſteem for the Virtues 


and Abilities of any Man, may prevail on 
us to deſert the Faith or Communion of 
the Church, If upon experiment we find 
our ſelves equal to the Trial, we may then 
hope well of our Integrity, and that we 
ſhall Hold the beginning of our Confidence ſted- 
faſt unto the End. But 


 24ly, What the Apoſtle ſeems here 
principally to intend, is that the reſt of the 
Church, upon the evidence of ſuch a Proof, 
may acknowledge us in the Character of 
fincere Members and faithful Servants of 
Chriſt, --Þ ® Known 
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11 cA Sermon preach'd before 
RNiomn unto God only are they who are hu, 
by an internal inſpection into their hearts. 
To the Church this Character can no other- 
wiſe appear, than by outward and pre- 
ſumptive Evidences: And therefore expli- 
cit Profeſſions of Faith have been always 
required, as Terms of Admiſſion into its 
Society; And from all who are intruſted 


with any Office in the Adminiſtration of 


its Polity, more full and expreſs Declara- 
tions are demanded, as a Teſt both of their 
Abilities and Sincerity. But Theſe, though 
prudent and neceſſary Cautions, yet are 
not always ſufficient to reach the Heart, 
and diſcover the fincerity of the Man. 
When the Church is favour d with Civil 
Encouragements, ſecular motives may in- 
duce the Hypocrite to aſſociate himſelf 
with it: and the Honour and Diſtinction 
annex'd to Its Offices, may engage his com- 
pliance with the Terms of receiving Them, 
Even an Enemy may, under this Diſguiſe, 
endeavour to recommend himſelf to a Sta- 
tion in the Church, by the advantage of 
which he may more effectually ſubvert it. 
And conſequently theſe Securities, though 
in the ordinary courſe of Diſcipline the 
beſt that can be taken, yet cannot always 
be depended on as a proof of Sincerity. 
But He who has ſtood firm in the day of 

| Tempta- 


the Univerſuty of Oxford. 13 : 
Temptation, has given an Evidence of his 
Integrity which cannot be ſuſpected: and 
if to his Faith he has added Knowledge, ap- 
pear d able by the ſp:r:t of Wiſdom to con- 
vince gainſayers , and defeat the Craft and 
ſophiſtry of thoſe who lie in wait to deceive, 
We muſt diſtinguiſh him in our eſteem not 
only as a ſincere Member, but as a Light 
and Ornament of the Church of God. 
Letus then 


III. Conſider the Advantages derived 
to * Church from 1 8 Mani fe e 
An 


"Tis a great and general Advan- 
tage $ Sk Church, that tis hereby enabled 
better to exerciſe 1ts Diſcipline, to ſepa- 
rate the Hypocrites from the ſincere Chri- 
ſtians the ſound from the Corrupted Mem- 
bers of the Body. For if they who are 
Approved are hereby made Mamfeſt, They 
alſo who are not Approved muſt be quality 
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' Mamfeſted. 
Ihe qualifications upon which any one 
is admitted or continued in the outward 
Society of the Church, ought to be equi- 
a table and legal Preſumptions that he 1s a 
1 Member of that Inviſi ble Church of "7 4. 
. c 
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le, which is approved by Chriſt. And 
tho Human Diſcretion, which can judge 
only by external appearances, will never 


be able ſo effectually to guard againſt Hy- 


pocriſy, but many will remain in the Viſi- 
ble Church, who are not Members of the 
Inviſible; Let ſtill the more apparent and 
Manifeſt this Diſtinction is made, the freer 
may the Church be kept from this Alloy, 
and the more effectually will Its Honour 
and Happineſs be ſecured. And conſequent- 
ly theſe Manifeſtations muſt be of great 
ſeryice to the Church, in promoting the 
Ends of Diſcipline, and thereby preſery- 
ing the Body in Health and Purity. 


It may be obſerved farther, as no ſmall 
advantage ariſing hence to the Church, 
that hereby Its Enemies are diſcover d in 
their proper Character. While They can 
act under the Diſguiſe of Friends They 
are far more dangerous, and the Weak 
and Unwary more eaſily impoſed on by 
them: But when, either by a voluntary 
departure, or a Judicial ſeparation, their 
Character is declared, They appear under 
marks of diſgrace, and Men are prepared 
and fortify d againſt their attempts. 


But in this Eſpecially is the Church ad- 
| — _ Vantaged, 
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yantaged, that, by theſe Manifeſtations of 
thoſe who are approved, the Governours of 
It are enabled to chooſe fit Perſons to ſerve 
in the ſacred Offices of the Miniſtry. For 
tho the Church, as every other Society, 
is not without danger from a mixture of 
Perſons diſaffected to its Conſtitution, and 
the Principles upon which It is founded, 
in whatever ſtation They are placed; Vet 
Men of this Character become infinitely 
more dangerous if intruſted with Offices 
of influence and Authority in it. If the 


Guides and Shepherds are inclined to the 


Paths of Error, how ſhall the Flock be pre- 
ſerved from going aſtray? If Watchmen 
are appointed who are prepared to betray 
their Poſt, how ſhall the City be ſecured ? 


If that Authority of Doctrine, Rule, and 
Diſcipline, which was given to the Church 


for a Light and Defence, for Edifica- 


tion and Protection, be committed to her 


Enemies, the danger is imminent and 
hardly to be avoided ; She will be mur- 
derd by her own Guards, and undone 
by her own Authority. Tis therefore of 
the greateſt importance to the Church, 
that They to whom it belongs to call and 
appoint Perſons to the ſeveral Orders of 


the Miniſtry, may be enabled to diſtinguiſh 


between Friends and Enemies; To chooſe 
= | | Men 


16 A Sermon preach d before 


Men of approved Integrity, Men who 
have been tried and found faithful, and 
equal to the Truſt repoſed in them. | 


To theſe Advantages, which are great 
and obvious, many Others may be added 
ariſing to the Church from thoſe Trials. 
Tis St Auguſtins Reflection That though 
the Enemy of Chriſt's Church introduces 
theſe Diſſentions into it, with a deſign to 
weaken and ſubyert it, yet the Goodnels 
of God defeats his Malice, by giving them 
a quite contrary Effect: For, by theſe oc- 
caſions of Inquiry, the Doctrines of the 
Church become more attentively conſi- 
ſider d, more clearly underſtood, more 
ſtrongly ſupported, and more earneſtly 
preach'd, and by theſe means, in the Eyent, 
more firmly Eftabliſh'd than they were be- 
fore. And tis obſervable that as the firſt 
and pureſt Apes of the Church were not 
free from Hereſies, ſo to the early and ya- 
rious Oppoſitions they gave to the Truth, 
(the Wiſdom of God ſo ordering) we owe, 
not only thoſe valuable Treaſures of the 
Church, the Writings of the primitive Fa- 
thers, but alſo ſeveral parts of the ſacred 


Rule deliver d to us in the Scriptures them- 
ſelves. | 


I ſhall 
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I ſhall only here add, that by the appear- 
ance of theſe Dangers, the Paſtors of the 
Flock are quickned to a more diligent at- 
tendance on the Duties of their Station, 
Io a more accurate inſpection into the 
State of thoſe committed to their Charge, 
To apply themſelyes with more aſſiduity 
to Inſtruct, Admoniſh, and Reprove, as 
the exigencies of each Perſon appear to re- 
quire; And at the ſame time carefully to 
examine their own Lives, and, by a pru- 
dent, holy, unblameable conduct, Keep up 
the Dignity and Influence of their Mini- 
ſtry, That the Enemy may have no occaſion to 
blaſpheme. 1 


The time will not permit me to enlarge 
on theſe Conſiderations: but, from what 
has been ſuggeſted, it may appear; That 
the Providence of God, by which all E- 

x yents are govern d and made to ſerve toge- 

; ther for the good of hu Ele, improves even 
theſe Evils to the Honour and Advantage 
„of the Church. ; 


- What has ocurr'd to us in the Confide- 
d ration of this Scripture, I beg leave to ap- 
„ WW ply in {ome few Inferences. And 


Iſt, It may hence appear with how 
2 1 | C 


ll little 
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little reaſon our Adverfaries of Rome re- 
, proach us with thoſe Schiſms and Here- 
Fes which God has permitted to vex our 
Church; and to uſe them as an argument 
of our rejection by Chriſt. It has been 
obſerved, that Theſe are neceſſary and un- 
avoidable Conſequences from the common 
Paſſions of human Nature, and what the 
Malice of Its Enemies may be expected to 
foment in every Society. Nothing there- 
fore can be more unjuſt, than to conclude 
any thing in prejudice to our Church on 
account of Them. It may as reaſonably 
be objected that tis compoſed of Men, and 
has Enemies. And leaſt of all can this Ob- 
jection become Thoſe, who are well known 
to have been the Authors of theſe Evils 
to us. And when we recollect the fre- 
quent Predictions of Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles, that Schiſms and Hereſies ſhould ariſe 
in the Church which they founded, and 
obſerve from Hiſtory, that the pureſt Ages 
have been the moſt remarkably diſquiet- 
ed with theſe Evils; That the account of 
them begins in the Writings of the Apo- 
{tles themſelves, and that, within leſs than 
a Century after their death, the Catalogue 
of them is enlarged to a prodigious num- 
ber, We may rather preſume That Church, 
to which the Enemy appears moſt ſollici- 
tous 
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tous to create this Diſturbance, to be a 
true Church of Chriſt than the contrary. 


Thus much at leaſt we may with certainty 

conclude, that an Objection which lies e- 
qually againſt the firſt and pureſt Churches, 
cannot be a proof of the Corruption of 
any. Did our Church own in her Do- 


ctrines, or Encourage by her Laws the 
Hereſies which have appear d among us, 
or were they quietly ſuffer d to prevail, 
they might then with ſome colour be ur- 


ged in reproach againſt Us, But we an- 


{wer with the Apoſtle They go out from us 
becauſe they are not of us : And, bleſſed be 
God, a juſt and Chriſtian Zeal has not 
been wanting in oppoſition to them. And 


all the Schiſms, Errors, and Hereſies, which 
have ever ariſen in the Chriſtian World, 


may with as much Juſtice be objected to 


the Catholick Church of Chriſt, as tlie. 


Crimes of theſe Enemies to our Peace can 
be imputed to us. Neither 


2aly, Can it be inferr'd, from the Di- 
vine permiſſion of theſe Evils, that we are 
deſerted by God, or excluded from that 


care and affection with which be has pro- 


miſed to watch over and defend his 
Church: for we are aſſured that He ap- 
plies them to the promotion of wiſe and 
CG 2: gracious 
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| gracious Ends: That by them He tries 


and proves his Elect; gives them an in- 
ward Joy and Conſolation in their own 
Integrity, and renders their Character Ma- 
nifeſt to the Church. How many and how 
important advantages the Church receives 
from theſe Manifeſtations, has been in 
ſome meaſure obleryed : and whoever at- 
tends to them, cannot but adore the wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs of God, who can thus 
overrule the Counſels of his Enemies, and 
derive ſtrength and Eſtabliſhment to his 
Church from Devices which intend Its 
Deſtruction. _ Me: 


Theſe are the principal Inferences I have 
had in view from this Scripture ; But 


there are ſome farther Corollaries, arifing 
from the Doctrine here taught, which vye- 


ry well deſerve our attention. And 


1ſt, If, as the Apoſtle affirms, the Pro- 
vidential End of theſe Hereſſes is, that they 
who are approved by God may be made ma- 
nifeſt then it follows, that They, who under 
theſe Trials perſiſt in the Faith and Com- 
munion of the Church, are thereby Ma- 
nifeſted to be Approved by God. This Con- 
cluſion, indeed, we cannot extend ſo far, 
as to pronounce Him, who thus perſeveres, 

| to 
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to be in all reſpects approved by God; a 
Preſumtion we may ſometimes have rea- 
ſon to diſcourage; But This we have 
hence warrant to inſiſt on as one mark and 
Diſtinction of the Elect, and if the Man 
be equally regular in other reſpects, we 
are bound to receive and acknowledge him 
in that Character. From hence it muſt al- 
ſo follow Fes 


24%, That They who introduce Here- 


ſes into the Church, or follow thoſe who 


Introduce them, are thereby Manifeſted to 
be D:ſapproved, or Reprobated by God; 
and therefore that the Church may and 
ought to treat Them in its Diſcipline, as 


ſufficiently diſcover d under that Chara- 
&er. Tho the Error of the Perſon may, 
by any internal Circumſtance of it, be ex- 


cuſed by God, yet this cannot be diſcern d 


by Men. Nay ſuppoſing him even in the 


Right, yet, if the Governours of the Church 


judge otherwiſe, They mult proceed ac- 
cording to their own Convictions, and 
not according to his. To Them he muſt 
appear Diſapproved by God, upon ſuch an 
Evidence as, in the Judgment of an Apo- 
file, is a due and Legal Manifeſtation of it. 


Upon the whole, with great Joy and 
No Comfort 


* 2 
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Comfort may He who perſeveres in the 
True Faith and Unity of the Church, re- 
flect on the Aſſurance here given, that this 
is one mark and Evidence that He is ap- 
proved by God. And on the Contrary, with 
Terror ought He who Divides, or Departs 
from any true Branch of Chriſt's Church, 


to obſerve under what Character He is 
here deſcribed. 5 | 


I am not ignorant, that all Sects and 
Hereſies aſſume to themſelves the Title of 
the true Church of Chriſt, and are ready 
to turn the reproof of this Scripture upon 
us; telling us, that They are the „ ef 
and We the Diſapproved here deſcribed : 
By what Marks or Characters the True 
Church of Chriſt is to be diſcern d, is a 
Queſtion of too great extent to be conſi- 
der d here. But 1 would obſerve in few 
words, That ſince every Sect aſſumes to 
its-ſelf this Character excluſive of thoſe 
from whom it ſeparates, and reſts on this 
Plea as the defence of its ſeparation, All 
manifeſtly agree in this Concluſion, that 
to Divide or ſeparate from a True Church 
of Chriſt is a grievous ſin. And if a Pro- 
feſſion of Doctrines derived from the Scri- 
ptures, and continued down thro all Ages 
of the Goſpel, and a Polity formed 1 * 
| the 
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the pureſt Model of Antiquity, can give 


a Title to this Honour, the Church of 


England has been proved to have a more 


undiſputable Claim to it, than any of Her 
Adverſaries. To the Doctrines in which 
the Papiſts differ from us, the Ancient 


Creeds, the Writings of the firſt Ages, and 


the Scriptures, as explained by them, are 
all Strangers; And thoſe which we hold in 


common with them, They themſelves ac- 
knowledge to have been from the leginning. 


The Articles we contend for againſt the 
Hereticks ariſen among us, have been con- 
ſtantly and without interruption main- 
tain d in the Church from the Apoſtles 


down to our Days; Whereas the Doctrines 
which oppoſe them, tho they have ſome 


of them prevail d far at certain periods, 


and engaged a great number of Follow- 
ers, yet for large Intervals They have 


been perfectly filenced and unheard of. 


And as to the Frame of our Polity, no In- 


ſtance has ever been produced of a Chri- 
ſtian Church govern'd by any other for fit- 


teen hundred years after the Apoſtles. 


Theſe muſt at firſt View be confeſt to be 
ſtrong Preſumptions at leaſt, in favour of 
our Church againſt all Competitors ; And 
the more accurately. we purſue the Inqui- 


ry, the more fully we ſhall be conyinced, 


that 
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that She is a true Branch of that Church 
which Chrift and his Apoſtles planted, and 
conſequently that to depart from Her Faith 


and Communion is to 2 from the true 
Church of Chriſt. 


May that God; who is able to bring 
Gd. out of Evil, improve all attempts 
to weaken or divide our Sion, to the Ma- 
nifeſtation of Her Friends, and the Diſap- 
pointmegt of thoſe who hate Her. May 
He give to Her Paſtors the Spirit of Wil- 
dom and Courage, and to every one of Her 
Members ſuch a Meaſure of his Grace in 


the day of Trial, That they may not be ; 


found of them who draw back unto per dition, Wl 
but of them who endure unto the End to ho 18 4 


ing ft Ro" Souls. Amen. 
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